Featured Destination: CHINA
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It's Sunday night and Samantha's getting ready to leave for a weeklong trip to China tomorrow morning. She's going with her high school choir to sing at concert halls from Beijing to Shanghai and, while there, to see the country. 

Excited to experience what she's only read about in her history books, she's eager to visit the Great Wall and the Forbidden City, and stand in the memory of those who perished in Tiananmen Square. A typical teenager, she also plans to shop in Hong Kong, where she heard there were interesting finds at good prices. 

What she didn't plan on, however, was a lingering fascination with the world's oldest continuous civilization once she returned. So she extended her trip by enrolling in a program to study abroad as part of her college education. It may have been one of the greatest decisions of her life. 

What does this have to do with you? Well, whether your passion for China starts with a song or a simple desire to know more, there's a study program out there for you, too, and it could completely change who you are as a person. 

China has a rich culture and history
You'll find there is much to do in the world's third largest country (next to Canada and Russia). With states and cultures dating back six millennia, China offers a wealth of historical, political and cultural attractions to visitors. Perhaps that's why so many people have also long called it their home (evidence suggests that the presence of humans dates back 2.24 million years). 

Today, 1.3 billion people-or one-fifth of the world's population-live and work in this East Asian wonderland, with about 70 percent speaking Mandarin. As residents, they pay homage to China's oldest and newest traditions. 

Consider, for example, that a stalemate in the country's last civil war split China into: 

The People's Republic of China 

· Dominated by communism 

· Rules the country's mainland, Hong Kong and Macau 

The Republic of China 

· Moving towards democracy 

· Rules Taiwan and its surrounding islands 

As both regions elevate China in the eyes of the world, it's become, among other things: 

· The third largest automotive manufacturer in the world 

· Home to a booming economy (up by 9.9 percent according to 2005 data) 

· A nation of Internet surfers, with approximately 132 million people online 

Still, it's not just politics or advances in economics, science and technology that give China its cachet. Rather, it's the beauty and the history of the landscape that truly captivates. Whether you're biking through Souzhou - the Venice of the East - with its quiet canals, bridges and picture-perfect gardens; visiting the Terra Cotta Warriors Museum, which some call "the eighth wonder of the world"; or haggling with the vendors in active, exuberant Shanghai, there's something here for everybody-especially if you're a student. 

The Forbidden City 
In 1987, the government, for the first time ever, authorized filmmakers to film in the Forbidden City, situated in the heart of China's capital Beijing. Aptly named "The Last Emperor," this groundbreaking film chronicles the life of Puyi, the last Emperor of China. Since then, the Forbidden City has served as the scene for many works of art, including operas, concerts and literature. 

That being said, it's the Palace Museum, built from 1407 to 1420, that makes this area one of China's greatest legacies, drawing hundreds of thousands of tourists each year. As the world's largest and best-preserved palace complex, spanning 178 acres, it's also the 2,000-year culmination of classical Chinese and East Asian architecture. Many see it as a role model, providing inspiration for other modern constructions across the globe. 

Follow the locals 
If you've been to all the major sites or prefer out-of-the-way places that only the locals know, just follow them off the beaten path. There, you can enjoy a variety of activities, such as: 

· Hiking, biking and canoeing your way through China's plateaus, mountains, grasslands and rivers 

· Tasting the fresh bamboo shoots in Angji, a town dominated by bamboo forests in west Zhejang 

· Watching baseball in Taiwan, where people say American and Japanese influences give the game a different flair 

Whatever you choose to do, if you're anything like our friend Samantha, you won't want to miss the chance to go beyond the picture books and have a uniquely personal experience. And if you can live China instead of just read about it, why wouldn't you? Just like Samantha, it may be one of the best decisions of your life. 

Featured Destination: CZECH REPUBLIC
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A young student named Mitch has been dreaming of this moment for months now: standing on top of the slopes, staring at topography that could hold its own on the Discovery Channel. It's like nothing he's ever seen back home. He knows he's got work to do, as part of his study abroad program, but vows to catch up later tonight. After all, as an economics student, he knows a good "opportunity cost" when he sees one. 

And today, the climate and conditions on Krkonose-one of the "Great Mountains" in the Czech Republic-are too tempting for this avid skier. Besides, how often does he get to study a subject in class only to step outside and experience it in Technicolor? 

As often, it seems, as approximately 14,000 other foreigners who, according to recent figures, choose to study in the Czech Republic each year. Like Mitch, they come for the education and institutions that have long been recognized for their reputations, distinct conceptions and interesting specialties including, among others: 

· Economics 

· Humanities 

· Forestry 

· Agriculture 

· Ecological preservation 

Whether you're interested in these, or nature, folk art, winter sports or puppetry (for which Czechs are world famous), furthering your education in this European wonderland may just be the experience of a lifetime. 

The Czech Republic Holds Diverse Real Estate in Europe
While The Czech Republic has much to offer in the way of scenery, it's academic, geographical and cultural climates have a lot to offer as well. This includes a rich history, seasonable weather, manageable size, growing economy (think beer, cars and glass) and a central location in the vast continent of Europe. 

Bordered by Poland, Germany, Austria and Slovakia, the country's 79,000 square kilometers (comparable to the size of Ireland) could easily fit into the United States 122 times. 

And while it's landlocked on the boundary of two mountain ranges, the Czech Republic also provides countless visitors and more than 1.1 million residents with access to a variety of proud rivers, as well as national parks, preserves and forests. 

It's a rich landscape that bridges three sections, each with its own historical and traditional significance. They include: 

· Bohemia - the largest part of the Czech Republic, and home to the capital city of Prague 

· Moravia - half the size of Bohemia 

· Silesia - the smallest part of the country at approximately 4,500 square kilometers 

No matter where you go, you'll find a common sentiment of pride running like a lazy river throughout the entire country. After all, the Czechs have made significant contributions to art, business (it's good for investing) and science, to name a few. Consider that they've invented products from jewelry, beer and cheese, to automobiles, parachute gliders, radar surveillance systems, pianos and shoes. 

It's obvious to even the novice traveler that the Czech people are true innovators. They're conservationists and preservationists-traditional and progressive, interested in technology, as well as language and literature. 

They're people who are focused on the creative and the practical (for example, many of their religious and utility buildings are bred by some of the best architects in Europe). And the Czech people themselves have as much to impart on student travelers as almost any academic curriculum. 

Find History Along the Vitava
Nowhere else is the country's diversity of spirit, history and imagination more apparent than in the capital city of Prague, the largest city in the Czech Republic. It's a common point of entry for tourists, and, some say, the country's main draw, as 3 million visitors enjoy "the heart of Europe" each year. 

With a landscape made of stone and lime, the city features uniquely inspiring bridges, cathedrals, towers, church spires, museums and much more. And they are almost all mirrored in the vast Vitava River, where they've been shimmering for more than three millennia. 

Relax in the Spa Towns
Once you finish with the capital, you can try something totally different in the countryside, where a pleasant combination of mountains, water, meadows and forests create a peaceful getaway for students and visitors. 

In the quiet corners of nature, you can hike, or ride a horse or a bike, through the country's many tourist trails, go up in a hot air balloon or gather friends for "tramping"-a completely free several-day stay in nature and an idea that's been alive in Bohemia from as far back as 1918. 

You can also enjoy a trip to: 

· The spa towns known for their mineral springs, many of which have been used for medicinal purposes since the early 15th century. Karlovy Vary and the spa buildings in Marianske Lazne, for instance, are world-renowned. 

· The picturesque castles and chateaux at Karlstejn, Nonopist and Cesky Krumlove. 

· The mountains like Sumava and Krkonose. 

Or just sit back and admire the all-year-round nature that Czechs are so committed to protecting. 

Whatever you choose, you'll find what Mitch did: that the Czech Republic is too tempting to miss, and that getting an education in this central European getaway is rarely confined to the classroom. 

Featured Destination: GERMANY
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Jackson and Marty are talking to a vendor about the cornucopia of beers and breweries across his native Germany-more than 1,200 to be exact. The two boys look at each other and smile. It's not that the beer is so enchanting, it's the total experience, standing on the fairgrounds at Oktoberfest, under a sun-drenched Munich sky, surrounded by partygoers and a 360-degree panorama of cultures and languages. 

How much better can it get? 

This is the stuff of Germany - a country known for its diversity of people, places and yes, things. Today, for the boys and other travelers, it's the festival. Tomorrow, it might be a view from atop the Bavarian Alps or by the shoreline of the North and Baltic seas. These are the places where textbooks and academics come to life-and become all the more fascinating. 


Germany's landscape appeals to students everywhere
For those looking to go beyond the borders of their own countries, Germany is one with much to offer, including: 

· A landscape packed with interesting topography. 

· Castles, abbeys and architecturally rich houses, churches and small villages. 

· Nature, art, shopping, sport and the cosmopolitan flair of Europe's biggest cities. 

· Some of the world's greatest opportunities in higher learning and education. 

It's these and other attractions that bring some 250,000 foreign students each year (up from 150,000 about 10 years ago) to this globally revered federal republic. Here, the trade, technical schools and universities are among some of the most coveted. Those who come to study in this heart of Europe thus find the opportunity to: 

· Choose from some 375 institutions and a broad menu of degree programs and majors. 

· Benefit from excellence in research and teaching. 

· Gain from the experience of both the practical and theoretical aspects of learning. 

There's no denying that Germany is a leader in drawing the brightest of the 1.8 million students who choose to travel the world to further their education. 

A Unified Germany Boasts a Long and Rich History
Two of Germany's most famous sons, the great poets Goethe and Schiller, once lamented on its history by saying, "Germany? But where is it? I cannot find that country." 

That's because, up until 1971, Germany was made up of several hundred kingdoms and principalities, independent cities and towns. Such division into parts remained true for Germany even into the 20th century, when the nation was divided into "East" and "West Germany" following the Second World War. The two halves were reunited in 1990. 

The process of finding answers to Goethe and Schiller's questions about the shape of Germany's government and its peaceful coexistence is what defines its history-and many of the political, economic and cultural elements that exist today. 

Now, fully unified, the Federal Republic of Germany is made up of 16 individual states, separated by their own constitutions and joined under one great umbrella. A democracy with a liberal-market economy and the freedom of religion and press, this cohesive Germany remains: 

· The largest economic and political influence in Europe and the third largest in the world. 

· One of the global market's greatest exporters (for example, aircraft, telecommunications, household goods, etc.), with the United States as its second greatest trading partner. 

· An industrial powerhouse, famous for its technology, research, environmental engineering, and, yes, cars (Mercedes, for instance). 

The Diversity of City Life Across the Provinces
It's also one of the most densely populated countries in Europe, as more than 7 million foreigners live and work here-with 3.4 million in the capital city of Berlin alone. 

They know what tourists and visitors come to learn: This country that sits in the center of Europe (between Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Poland and Switzerland) is not just a triad of mountain ranges, uplands and low-land plains or a mere bridge to beyond the four corners of its borders. 

It's a special place with a deep history and a kaleidoscope of allure. 

Places of Interest
When you come to study in "this land of a thousand possibilities," you'll get to work hard and play hard. That's because its checkered and divided history has resulted in an architectural, cultural and artistic treasure trove. 

Remnants of the past are scattered like confetti from Frankfurt, the city known for its business and finance, to Munich, known for its Olympic Stadium, world-class music and exotic collection of brews. 

Some other highlights involve: 

· The capital city of Berlin--a top travel destination--offers a unique combination of history, night life and historical remnants. 

· The legendary River Rhine, with its castles, cathedrals, vineyards and wine festivals, has inspired artists throughout time. It's also lined with scenic hiking trails, fireworks and even car racing, infamous to the city of Hockenheim. 

· The oldest city in the country, Trier, boasts a French influence that remains from the old days in its collection of romantic river valleys. 

No matter what brings you to this desired homeland, Germany is a place that not only honors its traditions, but the people who've created them. Like the beer vendor at Oktoberfest. And students like Jackson and Marty. 

Perhaps you can be one of them too. 

Language of the Month: CZECH

You've just finished your water at a Czech restaurant and, thirsty from a long hike in the country, need a refill. You motion to the waiter, who comes over to the table and mutters something in a language that sounds like a bona fide tongue twister. Confused, you hold up your glass, smile and suddenly remember to say something you read in Fodor's: "Prosim?" Before you know it, the waiter is back with a water pitcher. [image: image4.jpg]



Prosim. Some say it's a word that can single-handedly carry a foreign traveler through Czech-speaking territory. That's because it covers an impressive array of meanings-from "please" and "here you are," to "what would you like" and "you're welcome." 

Along with the other utilitarian phrase of pivo (translation: probably better than what you call beer)-prosim might get you by if you're traveling sans a translator or an English-to-Czech dictionary. At least, that is, for a while. 

But if you're living and studying where Czech is the native language (like in the Czech Republic), or even where it's not (like Austria, Poland, Germany, Ukraine, Croatia, Romania, Australia and Canada), you may want to do more than get by. 

Czech Language Programs 

You may, in fact, want to learn more about the language that's spoken by: 

· Ninety-six percent of people living in the Czech Republic. 

· Twelve million natives worldwide. 

If you choose to learn this collection of awkward consonants and rhythmic intones, you'd be part of an ever-growing cadre of students. And like them, you'd soon realize that the Czech language has more to offer students than just an interesting way to order a fine brew. 

Czech as Part of a West Slavic Dialect 

Czech is a West Slavic language (like Slovak and Polish) that dates as far back as the end of the 10th century. Back then, evidence of its existence (using letters from the Latin alphabet) was discovered- but it wasn't until the second half of the 12th century that Czech was officially and historically considered a documented language. 

Over the years, Czech has blossomed, along with the expansion of Bohemia (the largest of three historical regions that include Moravia and Silesia and make up the Czech Republic), into a rich and elaborate language. Its use has pushed beyond its original borders-both geographical and cultural. Some say that it has informed Polish, for example, as well as expressions in other languages like Russian. 

Today, while most everyone who speaks Czech can understand each other, there is still a relatively large difference between traditional "Standard" written Czech and what's commonly spoken throughout the original Czechoslovakia. 

Consider that: 

· "Common" spoken Czech now dominates the Bohemian region, where it was first and most widely used. 

· A more variable dialect is spoken in Moravia and Silesia, based on remnants of the language that remain from older days. As time goes by, these regions borrow more and more from Common version. 

Czech as a Predominance of Consonants 
No matter what type of dialect you find intriguing, you'll find a few basic constants of the Czech language. They include, for example, the fact that speaking it well means knowing how to use its: 

· Inflections, which determine meaning, so the emphasis is always on the first syllable of a word and the ending always changes (typically, it goes down). 

· Ten vowels, four affricates (represented by the two sounds in each consonant) and three diphthongs (or a single vowel sound). 

· One completely specific consonant, denoted by the letter ?. And, in fact, the typical syllabic sounds of "r" and "l" are often helpful to foreigners who find it difficult to contort their mouths to Czech's seemingly vowel-free phonetics. 

· Simple set of tenses. Whereas English boasts present simple, present progressive, present perfect and present perfect progressive, Czech simply has past, present and future. 

A Language That Matches Words and Cultures 
Mastering the basics of Czech has long appealed to students from other countries, many of whom come to the country to understand its literature and culture-and stay to pursue jobs and careers in central Europe. 

Businessmen, journalists and descendants of Czech immigrants are among the many professionals who also come to remember the language of their ancestors. 

And still others simply appreciate the benefits of being bilingual in a language that's spreading quickly to other countries, gaining credence in an increasingly global dialogue. 

As a result, the opportunities for students who know how to speak this Slovak language are multiplying. Especially if you consider that: 

· Czech-speaking Prague, in particular, has established itself on the world stage as dominant in banking, finance, media, diplomacy and tourism. 

· Learning Czech while studying other fields such as marketing, travel, philosophy, science and healthcare)-and even another language-can also bode well for study abroad graduates. 

A Czech essayist once said that, for understanding to be truly valuable, one must learn the language as a process of matching words, translations and their cultural effect for understanding to truly be valuable. 

It makes sense, if you think about proism as simply a collection of letters. But once applied in the right context, proism can not only break down barriers, it can open communication. And create opportunity. And that is why learning Czech where it's born and bred can be such a powerful asset. 

Language of the Month: GERMAN
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It's no secret that being bilingual in today's world can give you an advantage, whether you're looking to enhance your travel, perspective or career. But if you think French and Spanish are the only games in town, think again. That's because German is quickly gaining recognition. 

As one of the most widely spoken languages in the world, many agree that German is a language worth knowing. Especially when you consider that it is: 

· Spoken by more than 120 million people around the globe. 

· The third most popular foreign language in the world-and the second most popular (after English) in Japan and Europe. 

· The most-used speech in the European Union, enjoying popularity in Germany as well as Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Belgium, The Netherlands, Denmark, France, Poland, the Czech Republic, Russia and Romania. 

To achieve the goal of becoming proficient in this important tongue, she enrolls in an "English as a Second Language (ESL)" program at the local community college. 

German has also found its place in the most contemporary of all world forums: the Internet. With 8 million online domains (and growing), this European language now shares the virtual landscape with English. 

It follows, then, that fluency can be as valuable as other currencies in the world market of syntax and prose. Depending on your situation and goals, speaking German well can afford you unlimited access to enhanced knowledge, world-class academics, travel, personal enrichment and business opportunity. 

Learning Standard German Is Easier If You Have Mastered The Art Of English
If you already know how to speak English, learning Standard German can be a relatively smooth and uncomplicated process - at least as compared to learning other continental languages. 

That's because both German and English were born into the same family of West-Germanic languages. So they rely on a similar: 

· Vocabulary, including words taken from other words (like "angst") and "cognates"-those that look and sound the same in both languages (like "Friewill," which means "free will," and "Vorsicht," which means foresight). 

· Grammar, such as short and long vowels, the use of consonants and words that are spelled phonetically. 

· Syntax, where subjects, verbs, time elements and objects are lined up according to tenses. 

German is also heavy on inflections, with: 

· Nouns broken out into one of four cases, three genders (masculine, feminine or neuter) and two numbers (singular and plural). 

· Verbs inflected into weak and strong conjugations (like English), as well as three perspectives, three indicative moods and four composed tenses. 

Staying Focused On The Goal Of Being Bilingual Without Distraction
While a working knowledge of English can support your understanding of German, it's also important not to use it as a crutch. You should, instead, remain focused on the goal of becoming bilingual when the new rules of language get difficult. 

That means: 

· Learning words instead of simply translating them, and thinking in the second language as well as the first. 

· Getting a good German-English dictionary-one with at least 4,000 entries-and learning how to use it so definitions and ideas come naturally. 

· Being patient with yourself, remembering that you didn't learn English in two weeks or months-and you won't learn German that quickly, either. 

· Practicing regularly-like any new endeavor, it's the only way you get good. 

Remember, there is no right or wrong way to learn. In the end, there is only your way. Whatever it takes to think and dream in German is ultimately your call. 

The Payoff Can Be Huge Once You Become Fluent In German
Once you do learn it, however, there'll be a payoff waiting for you - especially in terms of your career prospects. After all, American companies alone employ about 51,000 people in Germany. And in the United States, German firms employ about 750,000 people. Also: 

· More than half a million Germans visit Florida each year, adding to the boom in tourism and job opportunities for those applicants who can speak German. 

· Germans form the largest single heritage group in the United States. If you can speak to them in their own words, you've got something to offer American business. 

Whether you stay in the States or go abroad, knowing German can open doors. Consider that: 

· One in 10 books in the world is published in German, widening the field for linguists. 

· Speaking and writing German qualifies you as a translator, working with important business documents, for example, and Web pages. Or teaching English in a German-speaking country. 

It also helps that Germany has the third strongest economy and is the number one exporter in the world, shipping 940 billion U.S. dollars worth of goods between 2003 and 2006. This economic strength and diversity equals business opportunities. 

Companies like BMW, Daimler-Chrysler, Siemens, Lufthansa, Bosch and many others know it. They continue to look for German-speaking partners. 

Even the Japanese, who have the second most powerful economy before Germany, understand the business advantages of knowing German. That's why an overwhelming 68 percent of their students study the language before they graduate. 

And you can too. All things being equal, the job candidate or world traveler with German skills will trump the one without them almost every time. 

Language of the Month: IRISH GAELIC
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You're sitting at a restaurant in Belfast, waiting for a server to take your order and checking out the bar's vast selection of whiskey. It's like nothing you've ever seen back home. But then again, you are in Ireland. When the waiter finally arrives, you point to the bottles of liquor, lined up like toy soldiers, and say, "That is some bad collection." 

The waiter looks confused. He smiles nervously, points to the mussels' lunch special on the menu and leaves. Was it something you said? You take out your English to Irish dictionary and learn the English word "bad" means "boat" in Irish Gaelic. 

No wonder the waiter gave you a puzzled look. 

Fortunately, it was a harmless mistake and you didn't make it while, say, interviewing for a job. But if you want to work with the 3.5 million Irish who live in the United States, or the almost 5 million in Ireland itself-if you want to benefit from the skill of being bilingual-you need to learn the language well. 

Edward Trimnell, author of Why You Need a Foreign Language & How to Learn One, once said, "If your work involves the Mexican Market and you don't speak and read Spanish, then you are functionally illiterate [there]." 

The same holds true for Irish Gaelic. The fact is, literacy is fundamental to success in any culture and endeavor. But whether you do it for personal reasons (to travel) or professional reasons (to pursue an international career), learning the language of Ireland can be a rewarding experience. 
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The Renaissance of the Irish Gaelic Language 
Part of the Celtic-language family, Irish Gaelic was spoken across all of Ireland up until the 17th century. That's when English started growing in influence-and many people worried it might someday extinguish their traditional Irish. 

Those fears weren't quelled until hundreds of years later when Ireland separated from Britain in 1922 to form the Republic of Ireland-and the government decided to implement a standard form of the Irish language in 1945. 

Since then, the language has experienced a renaissance. Gaelic is now being taught across all the schools in Ireland. And government and industry alike seem committed to creating a bilingual society-one where people can use the country's official languages of Irish and English with equal facility. 

And it's working. Today, there's a deep affection for Irish both inside and outside its native country as people are learning it in record numbers. Consider that: 

· Some 1.57 million people in Ireland speak Irish. 

· Educators in Australia have established schools around their country to teach Irish and its music. 

· Almost 26,000 Americans in the United States and growing numbers of immigrants speak Irish Gaelic at home. 

Learning the Language Means Mastering the Alphabet, Dialects and Sounds 
Ask anyone who's done it, and they'll tell you that learning the language is simply a matter of: 

· Understanding its 18-letter alphabet. 

· Mastering its sounds. 

· Navigating a series of regional dialects-from Northern Ulster to Dublin, where its youth now speak a Gaelic slang. Even in places as far as Canada's Newfoundland, Irish is being spoken as it was back in the 17th century. 

But before you can run with the long vowels, abbreviated list of consonants and "false cognates" (like "bad" and "boat") that are characteristic of Celtic, you have to take a first step. And that's getting a feel for the Irish "uncial" alphabet. 

It was developed in medieval times as an offshoot of its Latin counterpart. Debuting in manuscripts from that period, this early version can still be found on road signs and public notices throughout Ireland. 

Over the years, however, the Irish continue to adopt a more progressive version of uncial-one that's closer to English but with fewer letters (you won't find j, k, q, v, w, x, y and z on any Gaelic-inspired Scrabble boards). 

Also unlike English, the Irish language: 

· Assigns a gender to nouns, adjectives, articles and pronouns. 

· Doesn't have words pronounced phonetically. 

· Arranges verbs, subjects and objects in unusual fashion (i.e., the Irish translation for "I have a book." would read "There is a book at me."). 

These challenges aside, linguists agree: with a little practice, a good study program, the right community and a love of all things Irish, learning Gaelic can be a breeze. 

Use Your Bilingual Skills to Build a Career 
Not only is learning Irish fun, but it can open up a world of opportunities. Use it to travel easily and simply, and find your way off the beaten path to places where the Irish locals honor the traditions of their ancestors. 

Beyond recreation, consider that: 

· Ireland has the fastest-growing economy in the Western World, affording a variety of business, science and agricultural opportunities, among others, to bi-linguists. 

· Exporting is one of Ireland's biggest industries, and the United States (along with England, Belgium, Germany, France and the Netherlands) is one of its greatest trading partners. Job opportunities exist for Irish speakers in any one of these countries. 

· The inner city schools of Dublin are always looking for ready and skilled teachers. 

· As the number of immigrants in America grows, so do the demands for those who can communicate with them. 

· The resurgence of Irish across other continents (like Australia) widens the playing field. 

Whether you use the language to get ahead in the international marketplace or chat about the whiskey in Belfast: you can't go wrong by learning it. 

